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If you love women then you are in revolt against male 
supremacy. The world which men have built hates women. 
Women, according to male supremacy, exist to serve the 
male. A woman who loves women then defies the basic 
building block of male supremacy: woman hatred. Women 
who love women are Lesbians. Men, because they can only 
think of women in sexual terms, define Lesbian as sex 
between women. However, Lesbians know that it is far 
more than that, it is a different way of life. It is a life 
determined by a woman for her own benefit and the bene- 
fit of other women. It is a life that draws its strength, 
support and direction from women. About two years ago 
this concept was given the name woman-identified woman. 
That’s not a bad name, it is just a fancy way of saying that 
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you love yourself and other women. You refuse to limit 
yourself by the male definitions of women. You free 
yourself from male concepts of ‘“‘feminine”’ behavior. 

Lesbianism, politically organized, is the greatest threat 
that exists to male supremacy. How can men remain 
supreme, how can they oppress women if women reject 
them and fight the entire world men have built to contain 
us? The beginning rejection is to put women first in your 
life, put yourself first. If you do that then you begin to 
understand that the only way you can lead the life you 
would like to lead is by smashing male supremacy--and its 
offshoot oppressions, class and race supremacy. 

Any oppressed person who gives in to her oppression 
insures that others will remain oppressed and she exposes 
her sisters who are fighting that oppression. The emerging 
political Lesbians, or women-identified women, realize the 
scope of male supremacy and are changing their lives to 
fight it. Women who remain silent leave these outspoken 
women to face the common oppressor. Committing your- 
self to women is the first concrete step toward ending that 
common oppression. If you cannot find it in yourself to 
love another woman, and that includes physical love, then 
how can you truly say you care about women’s liberation? 
If you don’t feel other women are worthy of your total 
commitment--love, energy, sex, all of it--then aren’t you 
saying that women aren’t worth fighting for? If you 
reserve those “‘special’’ commitments for men then you are 
telling other women they aren’t worth those commitments, 
they aren’t important. You also don’t understand or else 
avoid recognizing that individual relationships--your “‘per- 
sonal” life--is political. Relationships between men and 
women involve power, dominance, role play and oppres- 
sion. A man has the entire system of male privilege to back 
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him up. Another woman has nothing but her own self. 
Which relationship is better for you? It’s obvious. 

If women still give primary commitment and energy to 
the oppressors how can we build a strong movement to 
free ourselves? Did the Chinese love and support the 
capitalists? Do the Viet Cong cook supper for the 
Yankees? Are Blacks supposed to disperse their com- 
munities and each live in a white home? The answer, 
again, is obvious. Only if women give their time to women, 
to a women’s movement, will they be free. You do not 
free yourself by polishing your chains, yet that is what 
heterosexual women do. 

Lesbians who have tried to pull women into a suppor- 
tive women’s community are often attacked by these 
heterosexual women who hang onto the privileges they 
get from their men. These Lesbian-haters are not always 
vicious women. Most of them don’t understand how 
heterosexuality maintains male supremacy. They also 
don’t want to understand because if they did then they 
would have to change their lives and lose the scant privi- 
leges men have given them. The facts are simple: Hetero- 

ality keeps women separated from each other. Hetero- 
sexuality _ties each woman to a _a_man. 7 is eTOSeX UE ity 


get hj top o essing them=leauing, er energy 
for anything else. For this destruction of women’s com- 
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get privileges from men: legitimacy (you are areal woman 
if. you are with a man--a sexual definition again), prestige, 
money, social acceptance, and in some token cases politica 
acceptance. 


If you are a Lesbian who has come out then you cut 
yourself off from those privileges. You have ended your 
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stake in maintaining the heterosexual world. You are in 
total revolt against male supremacy. How can women 
liberate themselves if they are still tied to that male 
supremacist world? How can a woman tied to men through 
heterosexuality keep from betraying her sisters. When push 
comes to shove, she will choose her man over other women; 
heterosexuality demands that she make that choice. How 
can you build a serious political movement when women 
do this to each other? You can’t. Lesbianism is a necessary 
step in the struggle for liberation. 

Why would any heterosexual woman give up the privi- 
leges men grant her for being heterosexual? Most often 
she will only give them up if she sees there is something 
better than the crumbs thrown to her from men. What 
can Lesbianism offer? It offers double oppression. It offers 
the threat of getting fired from your job, estranged from 
your family and old straight friends, it offers getting your 
throat slit by straight women in the service of men, it 
offers constant struggle against an inhumane and diseased 
world where violence is the key to power and love is a 
word found in poetry but not on the streets. Why take on 
those burdens? 

Because Lesbianism also offers you the freedom to be 
yourself. It offers you potential equal relationships with 
your sisters. It offers escape from the silly, stupid, harmful 
games that men and women play, having the nerve to call 
them “relationships.” It offers change. You will change 
yourself by discovering your woman-identified self, by 
discovering other women. No one, not even another 
Lesbian, can tell you who that self is. It is your individual 
challenge, your life. You will be on unfamiliar ground with 
no old patterns to guide you. As you change yourself you 
will begin to change your society also. A free, strong self 
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cannot live in the muck that men have made. You will 
make mistakes and suffer from them. You will hurt and be 
hurt ‘trying to find new ways. But you will learn and push 
on. You will discover the thousand subtle ways that hetero- 
sexuality destroyed your true power; you will discover 
how male supremacy destroys all women and eventually 
the creators of it, men. You will find once your conscious- 
ness is raised it cannot be unraised. Once you have a vision 
of the new world you can no longer accept the old one. 
You will become a fighter. You will find love and that you 
are beautiful, strong and that you care. You will build 
communities with other women from all classes and races, 
those communities will change the material parts of our 
lives. You will share what you have with others and they 
with you. You will revolt against this whole filthy world 
that tried to cover you and your beauty under a ton of 
male supremacist slime. That is what Lesbianism of- 
fers you. 

Those of us who have found those new lives, that hope 
and courage, find ourselves in the position of being 
attacked and undermined by women in the women’s 
liberation movement to say nothing of forces outside that 
movement. We cannot allow ourselves to be oppressed by 
men; how then can we turn around and allow our- 
selves to be oppressed and harrased by women 
clinging to heterosexual privilege? We can’t. Therefore, 
large portions of the political Lesbian population in wom- 
en’s liberation and gay liberation have split from those 
movements in order to survive. Does that mean we hate 
straight women? No. But would you volunteer your neck 
for someone to step on? Does this mean we can never 
again work with straight women or with gay men? No. 
But we aren’t going to work with anyone until they begin 
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to change their behavior. Some changes are: they can no 
longer push us around, hide us under rugs or try to seduce 
us when everyone else has gone home only to deny us in 
the morning. 

Straight women by virtue of being tied to men don’t 
understand Lesbians or the political meaning of Lesbianism. 
Straight women don’t know what our lives are like. They 
can’t think like we do. We understand their lives becaus 
we were all raised to be straight. It is one-way communi- 
cation. Straight women are confused by men, don’t p 
women first, they betray Lesbians and in its deepest form, 
they betray their own selves. You can’t build a strong 
movement if your sisters are out there fucking with the 
oppressor. 

Further, as long as men have women under their con- 
trol, they aren’t going to change. By withdrawing support, 
men have to change. Sure a few individual men here ana 
there will and have changed. Those few treat you and 
other women like human beings, but those men still 
haven’t joined in the organized battle against sexism. 
They have to throw in their lot with us like any group 
dedicated to political change. Straight women are con- 
stantly bought off by the good behavior of a few rare men. 
Good behavior is not enough, he must join the struggle 
and take risks like the rest of us. Until that time, no man 
is our brother, he is still our oppressor. We can’t work with 
straight women while they are misled by “good” men. 

A short note about bisexuality. You can’t have your 
cake and eat it too. You can’t be tied to male privilege 
with the right hand while clutching to your sister with the 
left. Lesbianism is the only road toward removing your- 
self from male ways and beginning to learn equality. 

Equality teaches strong lessons. Once you feel your 
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strength you cannot bear the thought of anyone else 
being beaten down. All other oppressions constructed by 
men become horrible to you, if they aren’t already. Class 
and race, those latter_d iseases sprung from_sexjsm, 
maim and destroy people every bit as much as sexism 


itself. No oppression is tolerable. All must be destroyed 


Once you have come out you can no longer fall back on 
race and class privilege, if you have any. Those privileges 
divide you 1rom your Lesbian sisters who don’t have them. 
Any Lesbian who tries to salvage her racial and class 
privileges does so at the expense of other Lesbians; she 
weakens all of us by this mistake. A mistake in recognizing 
the hatred of male supremacy for Lesbians, also; men 
award privilege for serving them--the Lesbian does not serve 
them, so you will be clinging to your privilege without 
really having the power to back it up. All you have left is 
the behavioral patterns born of those privileges, the bark 
without the bite--but that bark turns away other Lesbians. 
You don’t automatically stop acting in those ways. In most 
cases you have to be taught by your Lesbian sisters who 
lacked those privileges and understand how divisive they 
are. 

None of this is easy. Becoming a Lesbian does not make 
you instantly pure, perpetually happy and devotedly 
revolutionary. But once you have taken your life in your 
hands you will find you are no longer alone. There is a 
growing movement of Lesbians dedicated to our freedom, 
to your freedom, to ending all man-made oppressions. You 
will be part of that surge forward and you will leave your 
fingerprints on the shape of things to come. 

The following is a very brief outline of practical 
program which is the first step toward organized struggle: 

L Work Projects: Women with economic privilege, 


75 


whether straight or Lesbian, Black, Asian, Indian, Latin, or 
White, should organize to meet the survival needs o - 
en without economic privilege. This means food distribu- 


‘tion_centers, childcare centers, health care centers, self- 
Conc ineeseliniemy TOP TI fein misuse, 
consciousness raising still remains a good step toward 
understanding one’s own oppression. If the C-R is disci- 
plined, each woman should learn from other women and 
her own life, how those lives are a response to the domi- 
nant culture, the existing power structure. Women should 
learn that their personal lives reflect power politics on an 
individual level. By examining those lives and then going 
further to connect those lives into a pattern, women learn 
the mechanics of oppression. Once you know how some- 
thing works you can fix it or fight it. 

III. Media: We must develop and extend our own media-- 
newspapers, films, magazines, art, music, etc. The existing 
white, male, rich media institutions distort the truth of any 
political movement and get rich off reporting our oppres- 
sion in the bargain (e.g., David Susskind). It is imperative 
that we build our own media. No serious political move- 
ment in history has ever relied on the communications 
of its oppressor. Without our own media we are without 
voice. 

IV. Ideology: Before we can advance as a political force, 
we must have a coherent, comprehensive ideology--a body 
of ideas that analyze our oppression in all its ramifications, 
economic, political, social, etc. A body of ideas that con- 
structs the way to end that oppression. Lesbianism is the 
cornerstone for this structure. It is the touchstone of our 
independence, self-image, creativity. It is the distillation 
of women’s oppression and the crystallization of women’s 
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power. Without this as our intellectual base we are doomed 
to reformism and disunity. 

V. Organization: These last few years have seen work 
projects, C-R, the beginnings of media and the beginnings 
of clear ideology spring up throughout the country. All 
these activities are progressing at different rates of speed, 
different levels of understanding. If we are to forge a 
powerful political instrument to end our oppression then 
these activities must be co-ordinated toward that common 
purpose. This means that we must be organized, we must 
be a party. We must concentrate our forces rather than 
scatter them. The embryo of this concept, of organized 
struggle, is slowly growing. Lesbians are realizing that there 
will be no real political change without a party. Within 
five years we will have our party. With the formation of 
that body we will begin the second phase of our struggle 
against over 10,000 years of servitude. Forward, sisters, 
forward. 
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